
May 12,1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration ~il 94 ’99 k$y IQ p;~fj~
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, Maryland 20852

RE: Docket #98N-1038, “Irradiation in the Production, Processing, and
Handling of Food”

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to voice my opinion on the FDA’s recent approval of the irradiation
process for my food, and the removal of the labeling requirements.

The FDA should retain the current labeling law, the current terminology of
“treated with radiation” or “treated by irradiation”, as well as the use of the radura
symbol on all irradiated foods!

In its initial petition, the FDA concluded that irradiation was a “material fact”
about the processing of a food, and thus should be disclosed. The “material fact” remains,
and so should the labeling. If it’s so safe, why hide the fact? The consumer’s choice is
affected by labeling—some irradiated foods have different texture and spoilage
characteristics than those untreated. Most hits and vegetables have nutrient losses that
are not obvious or expected by the consumer. I want the opportunity to choose, and if
labeling is deleted, I cannot make an informed choice!

Processing by irradiation causes chemical changes that are not obvious and are
potentially hazardous. Meat may have a higher level of carcinogenic benzene. All
irradiated foods contain unique radiolytic products that have never been tested!
Irradiation is a new technology with no long-term human feeding studies. Consumers
certainly have the right to know if such a process has been used on their food. Most
consumers would not willingly volunteer to be guinea pigs, so give us the choice.

As to the type of label used, the label should be large enough to be readily visible
to the consumer, not teeny, tiny and printed on the bottom of the iiuit crate, for
example-a surface few of us see in the grocery store. It should be obvious! For example,
in the produce section a prominent display sign should be used, which includes the word
“irradiation” or “irradiated”, and include the radura symbol. This kind of labeling
contains important information that I need to know.

Because of the newness of the technology, and because I wish to retain my right
to choose safe, healthy food it is my opinion that the FDA’s labeling requirement should
not be permitted to expire.
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